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The Pilgrimage 

I went there.  In the spring and summer of 2023, I travelled with my partner Catherine across the 

length and breadth of the British Isles, to meet the newfound family.  In twelve separate meetings in 

England, Scotland and Ireland, I met lots of relatives on both sides of my father’s family. They were my 

first cousins once removed (i.e. first cousins of my father) second cousins, third cousins and some 

possibly more distant than that. 

This is not a normal thing to do.  Actually, up until recently you couldn’t have done this.  I’ve literally 

discovered dozens of relatives in the last couple of years via this DNA thing.  These are people whom I 

could not have possibly located thirty years ago. 

It was a compulsion.  I felt that I’d be forever regretful if I hadn’t made the effort to meet them. I 

wanted a holiday, but I chose to leave the continent out of the schedule, so that I could meet all the 

rellies.  And I have no regrets about that.  We had a great trip. 

No one expressly said it, but I’m sure that several relatives wondered why I am so into this family 

thing.  Yes it has become an obsession.  I admit it. 

Ireland Gormleys 

All of the Gormleys that I met in Ireland are descendants of Paul Joseph Gormley.   

The members of our branch of the Gormley diaspora are known as Lacky Gormleys within county 

Sligo.  The name probably comes from my great great grandfather Malachy, or maybe a Malachy in 

some previous generation, Lacky being an abbreviation of his name.  It was explained that they do this 

to distinguish us from the many other Gormleys of various spellings in Sligo.  And there are quite a lot.  

It was also explained that each family branch in Ireland chose from a small selection of Christian 

names.  For example, Paul, Thomas and Honora are names that appear almost in every generation.  

There is a Dennis Gormally who lives very near the Lackys, but you can tell he isn’t one of us because 

his name is Dennis.   

The Lacky Gormleys came from around Knocknashee, which translates to hill of the fairies.  It’s an 

unusual-looking rounded hill.  I climbed it and there is something a bit magical about it.  Some of the 

Lackys still live in that area. Around the year 1900 they were living in the townland Carnyara (or 

Carniara).  Knocknashee is a few kilometres south of Coolaney, which is where several other Lackys 

live currently.   

England Gormleys 

All the Gormleys that I met in England are descendants of my great-grandfather Thomas Gormley. 

The English Gormleys told me that Brian Gormley actually visited my grandfather James in Australia.  

Brian was my grandfather’s nephew.  My father had told me that James had a nephew called Brian.  

One of the Battles also had a son called Brian, and up until now I had always thought that my father 

had just got this wrong. 

The English Gormleys also provided some more photos, including a photo of Tim Gormley who was my 

grandfather’s brother.  He’s the only one of the four brothers whose photo I did not have. Tim bears a 

strong resemblance to my grandfather.  The English Gormleys told me that Tim would turn up from 

time to time, and then would just disappear. 
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The mysterious Timothy Gormley 

 

The Gormley tree 

Despite this knowledge that I’ve gathered, I haven’t made much progress on the Gormley family tree 

of my great grandfather Thomas and great great grandfather Malachy.  This is at the heart of what I’d 

like to achieve, and I’m hopeful that we can still make some progress by looking more closely at the 

census data and Griffiths Valuation. 

I’d really like to know: 

• some confirmation that my great-grandfather Thomas Gormley (1862-1942) was the brother 

of Paul Joseph Gormley (1865-1948) and the son of Malachy Gormley.  I’m very sure now that 

this is the case, but I don’t have any written record. 

• whether Thomas and Paul had any siblings. 

• who Malachy Gormley’s wife was.  I have a pretty strong hypothesis that it is Anne Henry 

(1836-1908), but I’m not sure. 

• where William Gormley (1846-1917) who emigrated to England prior to 1876 fits in.  We know 

from DNA that he’s a blood-relative.  Also there is a descendant in England of a Patrick 

Gormley born in Sligo (1833-), son of Michael Gormley. 

Barkers and Kents 

I met several relatives in England and Scotland who are on my dad’s mother’s side.  Some of these are 

first cousins of my father. 

Amongst other things I found out that the Kents were involved in a travelling show. 
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Family History - Summary 

The following pages contain lots of detail, including photos and letters, and rabbit holes full of red 

herrings.  It has been updated piecemeal over time as new information has come to light.  Here’s the 

short version of it. 

I’ve been a bit obsessed with my ancestry, particularly on my father’s side. My mum’s family has been 

very thoroughly researched and documented.  My interest was piqued after the results of an 

ancestry.com saliva swab allowed me to reconnect with first cousins on my father’s side after 46 

years.  The potential of DNA analysis is very exciting.  I’ve spent many hours on the computer over the 

last few years, and several hundred dollars on website subscriptions. 

 

James Matthew Gormley 

b. 11 May 1892 Westoe, South Shields, England  - d. 23 June 1974 Sydney, Australia 

 

James Matthew Gormley was an impressive man.  Tall and good-looking, he really could have been a 

movie star.  He was also a man of mystery, even after all this investigation. 

 

In a nutshell, as a result of all this research, I’ve been able to correct the following information about 

my grandfather: 

• James’ death certificate says that he was born in Sligo Ireland.  I now know that he was born 

and raised in South Shields in the north of England. 

• James’ death certificate says that his parents were Paul Martin Gormley and Mary Ryan.  I now 

know that his parents were Thomas Gormley and Annie Battle.  They were born in Sligo, 

Ireland, but migrated to South Shields, England before they were married. 
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My late father had some stories about his father James (let’s call him Jim), which I believe to varying 

degrees.  One is that he had worked in Queensland in the sugar cane fields each season, like Roo and 

Barney did in the play The Summer of the Seventeenth Doll.  Another is that Jim had been a boxer, and 

that he had fought a bloke who had fought the actor Victor McLaglen.  Another story is that he had 

been a merchant seaman and had travelled all around the world.  My late mum said that this was 

correct.  She had spoken to James quite a lot when she was a stay-at-home mum and my grandfather 

lived with us when I was a kid.   

Jim died when I was seven, and I only vaguely recall him.  There may not be anyone left who had a 

direct connection with him. 

There is contradictory information about his parents.  His death certificate states that his parents were 

Paul Gormley and Mary Ryan of Sligo, Ireland.  There is a Paul Gormally in a family tree of a DNA 

match.  Paul Gormally would be the right age and location to be my great grandfather, and the spelling 

back then was very inconsistent.  He however married a different woman at a later date. There is no 

record of him marrying Mary Ryan, although a Mary Ryan in 1892 in Sligo was arrested for concealing 

a birth, and the 1901 census says that a James Gormley from America was living with a family of 

Henrys in Sligo, while Paul Gormley was living with another family of Henrys.  Enticing but not 

conclusive.  Mary Ryan is a common name in Ireland. 

On the other hand, Jim regularly referred to his cousins Matt and Pat Battle.  A Thomas Gormley 

married Anne Battle, and if Jim were their son, he would be a first cousin of Matt and Pat Battle.  Also, 

a Battle is one of my DNA matches.  So my conclusion is that Thomas Gormley and Anne Battle are Jim’ 

parents and my great grandparents.  But why then, are the wrong names of his parents on the death 

certificate?  And how does Paul Gormally fit in? From the DNA, if Paul isn’t Jim’s father, he must be 

Thomas’s brother, but there is no record of this. 

It took me a long while to work out that a bunch of Battles and Gormleys moved from Sligo to South 

Shields at the mouth of the river Tyne in the north of England in the 1880s and 1890s.  Annie and 

Thomas married in South Shields in 1891.  If Jim is their son, although we think of him as very Irish, he 

may not have spent his childhood in Ireland at all.  Maybe he never went there. And yet my father says 

that he spoke Gaelic fluently.  And Jim’s death certificate says he was born in Sligo. 

Jim definitely came to Australia in 1913, landing in Rockhampton and working around Queensland for 

a few years.  He was living in North Sydney and fathering children with Theresa Barker in 1929.  

However we have no record of their marriage, and my father’s birth certificate says that they were 

married in London in 1925. This was news to my father, who thought they were married in Australia.  

There is no record of Jim at all between 1921 and 1929.  My cousins and I recall stories that brothers 

and uncles of Jim were involved in the IRA, but it’s all very vague. 

As for my grandmother, Theresa Frances Gormley nee Barker, we have good knowledge of her 

mother’s family thanks to the excellent work of an Ancestry DNA match and third cousin Dave A.  She 

came from Dorking just outside of London, and may have lived some of her life in Hull.  She probably 

sailed to Australia in 1926. I’ve found out from relatives that Theresa, known as Sissy, had a difficult 

upbringing and did not get on with her father.  I also know from my father that she lived with a cruel 

Belgian grandmother, whose family may have owned a chocolate factory in Belgium and may have 

been quite wealthy. 

Note that the stuff that has been crossed out, I have discovered is either not 

correct, or is not a direct relation and is therefore not relevant to this thing. 
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James Matthew (Jim) Gormley 

  



James Summary 10  6 
 

 

 

Jim Gormley with note to his wife Tess 
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Update following contact with newfound relatives in England / Ireland / America 

Via Ancestry I found and contacted relatives in England and Ireland on both my paternal grandfather 

and grandmother’s side.    

One lot of relatives with the surname Gormley are descendants of the Gormleys in South Shields, 

although some of them now live in Kent and London. 

We’ve exchanged photos, birth and death certificates and other information.  I’m now confident that 

my grandfather is the older brother of Paul, Timothy and Thomas Gormley (see family tree).  The DNA 

supports this theory.  Among the few photos that we have that belonged to my grandfather Jim, is a 

photo of Paul Gormley as a young man (see photos below and you be the judge), and photos of Paul’s 

sons Paul, Martin and Michael as boys, taken around the 1950s.  The English Gormleys have an old 

postcard sent from Sydney.  My conclusion is Jim and Paul were posting to each other. 

            

Probably Paul Gormley young Definitely Paul Gormley old 

    

       

Jim   Paul   Timothy  Thomas 

These are the four brothers from eldest to youngest 

The English Gormleys also told me that they knew of a relative, James Gormley, who was brought up 

in South Shields by someone else.  I think this is my grandfather who was living with his grandmother 

Bridget Battle nee Colligan at the time of the 1901 census. 

So, why does it say on my grandfather’s death certificate that his parents were Paul Martin Gormley 

and Mary Ryan?  Either: 

• My father, who probably supplied this information, didn’t know and made up these names, or 

• My father was told this information by his father.  
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The obvious reason for the deception would be if he were illegitimate.  But Thomas Gormley and 

Annie Battle were married on the 17th of October 1891, and Jim was born on the 11th of May 1892.  He 

was not born out of wedlock, although he was probably conceived before they were married. 

And yet, there was a Paul Gormley/ Gormaley.  We know from Ancestry DNA that we are related to 

him.  He is the right age to be our great grandfather, and he was living in Sligo in 1901. He had children 

in the early 1900s, some of whom emigrated to America.  I think he must be the brother of Thomas 

Gormley.  Also, the names Paul and Martin are common in subsequent generations in England. 
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This memorial for a Patrick Gormley from Sligo was sent by my English cousins.  He died 1961 aged 54, 

so he was born in 1907.  This makes him around the same generation of my grandfather and his 

brothers. A relative in Ireland has now confirmed that this Patrick Gormley is the son of Paul Gormley.  

This is the smoking gun, a clear link between my relatives in South Shields and Paul Gormley of Sligo. 

This all raises the question, why did Jim say he came from Ireland?  I can understand him wanting to 

identify as Irish, and I suppose that when you go to the other side of the world you can make up your 

own story. However, my father certainly thought that his father was raised in Sligo.  My father did not 

know that he had first cousins in England.  He even had in his possession photographs of his uncle and 

his first cousins, but he didn’t know who they were.  My first cousin, the daughter of my dad’s sister 

Josie, said that her father reckoned that Jim made out that he was Irish, but really he was a Pom. 

The questions that the English Gormleys might be able to answer: 

• Were they told that my grandfather Jim was the older brother of Paul, Timothy and Thomas? 

The answer is yes they were. 

• Why wasn’t Jim living with his actual parents in 1901? Don’t know but it isn’t that important. 

• Had they heard of Paul Gormley in the family, born somewhere around 1860-1871, possibly 

brother of Thomas?  We know from the Sligo Gormleys there was contact at some point.  

Possibly last contact was in the 1950s or 1960s.  

• How was Patrick Gormley, born Sligo 1907 and died 1961, related to the rest of us?  I now 

know that he is the son of Paul Gormley. 

• Do they know which town or area in Sligo Thomas Gormley came from? I know it was around 

Carnyara where Malachy owned land. 

• Who are the other people in the photos (see page 73, 74) from South Shields? I’ve identified 

some of them now. 
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A second and more thorough search through Trove (https://trove.nla.gov.au) revealed this notice in 

The Truth newspaper in Sydney on Sunday the 22nd of April 1934 under Missing Friends. 

 

 

This confirms, if there was any doubt, that Jim was an Englishman and was known as such in Australia.  

South Johnstone is in far north Queensland near Innisfail, and it was a sugar town.  We have no record 

of him living that far north, although in the family there are stories that he cut sugar cane, which is 

probably what he was doing in that area.  There is no information about who placed the ad.   

Recently, a newly found relative on my grandmother Theresa Barker’s side said that she thought that 

Jim and Theresa had met on the boat when she sailed to Australia.  This could well be correct.  In this 

case they probably married in Australia, if they did marry. 

  

https://trove.nla.gov.au/
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But the really big news is that I’ve finally found the 1911 census for my grandfather and his family.  

The name had been misspelled Gormby.  It shows him living with his parents Thomas and Annie, and 

his three brothers.  He was part of that family, not a half-brother or adopted, and born and raised in 

England. In 1911 he was an 18-year-old Newcastle coal miner, about to leave the nest and sail to the 

other side of the world. 

  

And finally, I have located my grandfather Jim’s birth certificate, proving that he was born in the north 

of England.  I’ve searched for this ten times or more over the last couple of years.  It was spelt 

Gormelly, but the search engines normally allow for alternate spellings.  Maybe it was only recently 

added to the records? 

 

Incidentally Gormelly is the way Thomas’s name is spelt on the census in 1891.  That must have been 

his spelling.  
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What did we already know? 

Before getting into this obsessive search, there were a few things that I had been told by my father 

about my grandfather: 

• Jim had worked in the sugar cane fields in Queensland.  This fits in with the message about Jim 

from South Johnstone. 

• He had been a boxer in his younger years. 

• He came to Australia to avoid fighting for England in the First World War.  He actually arrived 

in 1913, but maybe at that stage people could see that a conflict was brewing. 

• He was a merchant seaman and had travelled around the world. I think he might have done 

this from 1921 to 1929. 

• He could speak Gaelic. 

• He had cousins Matt and Pat Battle in Queensland. 

• Jim had a nephew Brian Gormley. 

• Additionally, when I was growing up, we had in the family home the book The Ragged 

Trousered Philanthropists by Robert Tressell. On the inside cover which said something like 

“Jim, I’m sure you will agree with the sentiments in this book”.  Here’s a description of it: 

Clearly frustrated at the refusal of his contemporaries to recognise the inequity and 

iniquity of society, Tressell's cast of hypocritical Christians, exploitative capitalists and 

corrupt councillors provide a backdrop for his main target: the workers who think that 

a better life is "not for the likes of them". Hence the title of the book; Tressell paints 

the workers as "philanthropists" who throw themselves into back-breaking work for 

poverty wages to generate profit for their masters. 

One of the characters, Frank Owen, is a socialist who tries to convince his fellow 

workers that capitalism is the real source of the poverty he sees all around him, but 

their education has trained them to distrust their own thoughts and to rely on those of 

their "betters". Much of the book consists of conversations between Owen and the 

others, or more often of lectures by Owen in the face of their jeering; this was 

presumably based on Tressell's own experiences. 

So my grandfather clearly had socialist leanings.  The photo at the Jack Lang rally backs this up. 
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Reflection on Irish History 

When I started on this, I had a very naïve concept that life in the west of Ireland in the 19th century 

was poor but somewhat idyllic.  I found online a short book about the history of Killoran, which is the 

parish where my ancestors lived.  In non-emotive language it described the death, disease and 

massive emigration that continued over decades.  After reading this, it’s blindingly obvious that these 

were desperate times in Ireland, and that everyone who was there must have been profoundly 

affected by the experience.  It also explains why the Irish records from the 19th century are very 

incomplete. 

When you consider that the landholders, who were largely English, earned a thousand times the salary 

of the Irish locals, life seems to be not far removed from a feudal system from the middle ages.  In this 

light, I can understand why the Irish organised resistance against their rulers.  I would question their 

self-respect if they had not.  It also makes clear to me why my grandfather identified as Irish although 

he was English.  And it explains why he did not want to fight for England in the war, although he was 

born and raised there. 
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James Matthew Gormley 

Birth 

My cousins the Dowlings believed Jim was from Mayo.  The area where I thought he was raised is not 

far from the Mayo border, and the Sligo-Mayo borders have shifted around the 1890s.   

Frank and Josie’s birth certificates indicate Jim was born in 1894. Jim’s death certificate indicates he 

was born in 1892.  Tracey Baker in her school assignment says his birthday was in May.  Frank also 

thinks his birthday was in May.   

I now know that he was born b. 11 May 1892 Westoe, South Shields, England. 
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Death 

Jim died in our family home in 1974. 

James Matthew Gormley’s death certificate (below) has errors: 

• It says that Jim was born to Mary Ryan and Paul Gormley.  They were Thomas Gormley and 

Annie Battle. 

• It says he was born in Sligo. He was born in South Shields. 
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Jim’s grave at the Northern Suburbs Cemetery in Sydney 
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Rabbit Hole 1 – Jim’s father 

Jim’s death certificate says that his father is Paul Martin Gormley. 

The only record of a James Gormley in the 1901 Irish census that matches and is roughly the correct 

age, is of a visitor from America with the Henry family in Carnyara, about 10km north of Tobercurry, 

Sligo.  Predictably, he was not living with the same family in 1911. Why it would say Jim was from 

America is a mystery.  It seems that a child visiting poor Ireland from prosperous America is rather 

odd.  The travel is mostly the other way.  This could be a story constructed to hide an illegitimate child. 

Note that Paul Gormley, who I thought was Jim’s father, was also living with a Henry family in Cartron, 

Carrowmore.  There are also people with Henry as their surname in the related DNA family trees. 

Paul Gormley senior, who is Paul Gormley’s father according to a family tree on Ancestry, lived in 

Carrowntawa which is very close to Carnyara.  However, Paul Gormley’s marriage certificate says that 

Paul Gormley jr’s father is Malachy Gormley.  A Malachy Gormley lived in Achonry, which also is only a 

couple of miles from Carnyara. 

A James Gormley sailed from Liverpool to Boston in March 1907.  it says his age was 17.  This may or 

may not be him. 

I had thought he was raised at Doobeg as there was a James Gormley about the right age.  This led me 

down a huge rabbit hole until I realised that this James married a woman in England in 1936. 

Jim death certificate says his father is Paul Martin Gormley.  Paul Gormley is a relatively unusual name 

in Ireland (compared to James, Patrick, Matthew and Michael), and there is only one who is the right 

age to match (I’ve since discovered that records in Ireland prior to 1901 are very incomplete). 

Paul wasn’t living with a son James in 1901 nor in 1911.   

There is a Paul Gormley who is the right age, but I now believe that Paul Gormley / Gormally is not my 

grandfather’s father, but is my grandfather’s uncle. 

I now know that Paul Martin Gormley is not my grandfather’s father.  I suspect that he was entirely 

made up by my father or my grandfather. 
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Rabbit-hole 2 – Jim’s mother 

James death certificate says his mother is Mary Ryan.   

A Mary Ryan was born to Michael Ryan and Catherine Ryan nee Scanlon in 1873 in Kilturra, Sligo.  

There are Scanlons from Sligo in family trees in DNA matches. 

 

A Mary Ryan was imprisoned in 1892 for concealing a birth. She spent four months in jail. 

There is no record of Paul Gormley and Mary Ryan getting married.  I’ve found no other record of 

Mary Ryan at all.  There are many unanswered questions. Did she bring up Jim? Maybe she wasn’t 

counted in the censuses because she was an unmarried mother?  Was Jim removed from his biological 

mother because she was unmarried or maybe because she couldn’t look after him, and he was 

brought up by relatives?  Did Jim’ father Paul leave the family, and Mary the mother moved elsewhere 

with Jim?  We just don’t know. 

I now know that Mary Ryan is not my grandfather’s mother.  I suspect that she was entirely made up 

by my father or my grandfather. 
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The Lefty 

 

My father Frank has said that Jim was a supporter of Jack Lang. Jim is here at a rally, much taller than 

anyone else.  Lang was sacked in 1932 so I think this might have been taken that year.  I think the little 

boy in front of Jim is James (Sonny) Gormley.  In 1932 Sonny would have been 3 years old.  Sonny died 

in 1933. 
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Jim in Australia 

James Matthew Gormley migrated in 1913 on the ship Roscommon. He disembarked in Rockhampton.  

When he arrived he initially lived in Mount Morgan which is where the Battles also lived. 

Name: James M Gormley 

Age: 19 

Birth Year: abt 1894 

Arrival Date: 1913 

Arrival Place: Queensland, Australia 

Source Card Name: James Matthew Gormley 

Ship: Roscommon 

Title: Card Index to Nominated Immigrants 1908 to 1922 

Item ID: 868956 

Ref: IMM/329 

Microfilm: Z7750 

Original URL: https://data.qld.gov.au/datase... 

https://data.qld.gov.au/datase
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The Battles 

Jim Gormley had relatives whom he called uncles and cousins with the surname Battle who lived in 

Queensland.  We have records that Jim kept in touch with and visited several of these Battles 

throughout his life. 

There is still a presence of Battles in Queensland and Paul Battle is a DNA match. Paul Battle was a 

descendent of James (Jim) Battle, who was sibling of Jim’s mother Annie Battle and who arrived in 

Queensland prior to 1900. 

Jim was close with his cousins Matt and Pat Battle.  They were twins and were born in 1905, so they 

were more than 10 years his junior. 

In hindsight, he was probably close the whole family.  By the early 60s, the rest of the Battle family had 

died. 

There are references to other Gormleys in Mount Morgan from the late 1800s onwards. I’ve not found 

anything to indicate that they are related to Jim.  
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A large family of Battles moved from Sligo to South Shields to Durham in the late 1800s. 

Annie Battle, my great grandmother, was born in Cloonacool in Sligo in 1869 (the dates are a bit 

variable).  

 

By 1881 Annie’s parents and siblings had moved to Durham. 
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There is a marriage between Thomas Gormley and Anne Battle in South Shields.  They would be 

around the right age to be Jim’s parents, but the 1901 census says they have children Paul and 

Timothy.  If we assume that Jim is the son of Thomas Gormley and Anne Battle, then Paul and Timothy 

are his siblings.   

 

The census in 1939 indicates that Annie and Thomas have a son Thomas born 1904.   
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Known to have migrated to Queensland 

Possibly James’ mother 
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This family tree has been drawn up by a descendant in ancestry.com.   

Thady Battle with his wife Bridget and children, including his son James, moved from Tubbercurry in 

Sligo to Durham in England around 1874. James Battle arrived in Rockhampton Queensland around 

1885 and married Bridget Mary Moran in 1889.  James Battle’s brothers Tim and Matthew also came 

to Queensland, probably around the same time. Relatives of these Battles, including Anne (or Annie), 

remained in South Shields in County Durham in the north of England.  

Ancestry matches show that there is a possible relation to Thomas Colligan of Sligo born possibly 

around 1860-1890. This reinforces the relation to the offspring of Thady Battle and Bridget Colligan. 

In the 1901 census there is a G Matthew Gormley, grandson of Bridget Battle, 8 years old, living with a 

family of Battles in South Shields.  He’s about the right age to be Jim.  If we ignore the wrong first 

initial, it brings up the possibility that Jim may have been brought up in the north of England.  He 

would very likely be the son of Thomas and Anne.  If Thomas and Anne were his parents, he wasn’t 

living with them but he was living with Thady and Bridget Battle, and he is listed as their grandson, 

which would be correct.  However, this doesn’t fit with the Paul Gormally father theory.  Perhaps Paul 

and Thomas are brothers.  He refers to Jim Battle his uncle, which would be correct if he regarded 

Thomas Gormley as his father. 

The odd thing is the DNA match on Ancestry.  Paul Battle is listed as a 2nd or 3rd cousin of me, Clark 

Gormley.  If Paul Gormley and Mary Ryan are Clark’s great grandparents, there is no genetic link to the 

Battle family.  There could have been intermarrying with the Battles in Paul Gormley’s parents or 

grandparents.  It’s possible this occurred in Sligo between Bridget Battle and Patrick Gorman in 1840. 

However, we’re pretty sure from the Battle family tree that Thady Battle (1826-1883) is Paul Battle’s 

great great grandfather.   Thady Battle is the same generation as Bridget Battle and Patrick Gorman.  

The Gormley Battle link would have to be another generation or more before that.  So we would be 4th 

cousins or more.  The DNA says we’re second or third cousins.   

However, if Thomas Gormley and Anne Battle are Jim Gormley’s parents, then Thady Battle and 

Bridget Colligan are our common great great grandparents, which makes Paul Battle and Clark 

Gormley 3rd cousins.  This seems more likely. But then why would Jim have the wrong parents listed on 

his birth certificate?  We don’t know. I now think it’s most likely that my father wrote the wrong names 

on the death certificate, maybe because he just didn’t know. 

We have two options who may be Jim in the 1901 census.  One is living with the Henrys in Sligo, and 

the other is living with the Battles in South Shields.  He can’t be both, because the census occurred on 

the same day. 

I think Jim’s South Shields option is actually the most likely.  You would think that if he were Thomas 

and Anne’s son he would be living with them at the age of 8.  But the census below indicates that he 

was living with the grandmother instead.   

The other complication is that Paul Gormaley via KD is also a DNA match.  Ancestry says that they are a 

2nd or 3rd cousin of Clark.  From KD’s tree it is not conclusive whether Paul Gormaley or his father is the 

common ancestor.  
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Jim refers to an uncle Tim Battle, who was living in Australia.  There is no Tim who is brother to Jim in 

the above family tree.  However Thady was often called Tim.   

South Shields 

A number of Gormleys lived in South Shields at the turn of the century, including Thomas and Annie 

nee Battle.   

From census data: 

1881Timothy and Bridget nee Colligan with Annie Battle 13yo, 52 New Cottage 

1891 Annie Battle with Thomas Gormelly lodger, 23 Dock St 

1901 Thomas Gormley and Annie nee Battle, with children Paul and Timothy, 204 Maxwell St 

1901 Bridget Battle with grandson G Matthew Gormley, 100 Percy St 

There is nothing to link any of these households in terms of common addresses.  It seems that people 

moved about quite a bit, and that housing was temporary and possibly poor quality. 

Other Gormley - Battle family links 

There is a record of a Bridget Battle marrying a Patrick Gorman in Sligo in 1840.  There is another 

marriage between a Battel and a Gormly shown below.  If we were to assume that Thomas Gormley 

and Annie Battle are not the parents of James Gormley, these could explain how I could share genes 

with a Battle.  However there’s nothing to link either of these marriages to my family.  It could also 

indicate some marrying of relatives, reducing the gene pool. 

  

I’m convinced this is no relation to us, although it includes Gormleys, Battles and Henrys, and they’re 

from Carrowntawa, which is not far from Coolaney and Carnyara.  
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Rabbit-hole 3 - Potential Gormley ancestors in Sligo 

In this tree above there is no Thomas Gormley nor Paul Gormley in the generation of James Matthew 

Gormley’s father (unless someone has changed their name).  It does indicate a marriage with a Henry 

which might explain the connection with the Henrys.  This lot came from Carrowntawa, Streamstown, 

Sligo.  Several of them ended up in Boston, Massachusetts.  There is no mention of any going to 

Australia. 

 

Here is another Gormley tree, this time from Achonry, Leitrim, Sligo.  It shows Malachy Gormley as the 

patriarch.  Malachy was listed as the name of Paul Gormley’s (born 1871) father in one source.  Again 

if there was a name change he could be from this family. 

These trees on Ancestry have been made up for towns in Sligo under the name Masshill.  They are 

huge and list families in each Sligo township. They may have been taken from the census records, but 

in a few of them there is more detail, such as photos.  One has been made up for each of the Sligo 

townlands. 
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Here’s another family from Tobercurry and Kilshalvey.  No mention of Thomas, Paul or James 

Gormleys that match. 

Here is another rookie error that I kept making.  People did not move far in Ireland the 19th century.  

I’ve been told that they tended to marry someone within a 10-mile radius.  I’m now confident that my 

family came from Carnyara / Coolaney.   

There were quite a few Gormley families in Sligo, they tended to name their kids from a small pool of 

first names, and they had large families.   

  



James Summary 10  30 
 

The Rebel - Jim Battle (1863-1952) 

I got in touch with a second cousin of my father.  She is a descendant of the Battles in Australia. 

She has a lot of information.  She is the daughter of Pat Battle, who was good friends with his first 

cousin, my grandfather Jim Gormley.  She actually met my grandfather when she visited Sydney from 

Townsville sometime around 1950 when she was a girl.  She also met my father and his sister. 

I asked her about a relative who was in the IRA.  She certainly knows about that.  Her grandfather was 

Jim Battle (1863-1952).  He was born in Sligo in 1863 and migrated with his family to South Shields in 

1874.  He was the brother of my great grandmother Annie Battle.  Three of her brothers emigrated 

from South Shields to Australia. Jim Battle was the eldest of these brothers and the first to emigrate.  

The IRA didn’t exist back then, but he was a supporter of the Irish cause.  She has Ancient Order of 

Hibernians stuff which he owned.  In the 1885 it seems he may have got into trouble of some sort and 

it was associated with being an Irish advocate, with the while he working for the Jarrow Chemical 

Company who produced chalk and limestone at South Shields.  He would have been very unpopular 

around there with those views at that time. Whether he was forced to leave, or he just got sick of the 

working conditions is not clear, but he left the country very quickly.  Within a couple of days he had 

boarded a ship in Glasgow and ended up in Australia. When he got on the ship he thought he was 

going to America.  Two of his brothers also emigrated to Australia at a later date.  My grandfather 

emigrated also in 1913, and stayed with Jim Battle and his family in Mount Morgan when he first 

arrived in Australia.  I imagine that my grandfather absorbed some of Jim Battle’s ideas, and I’m 

guessing that he was left-leaning as well as pro-Irish. 

That explains the IRA relative that my father had told me about.   

So, the reason my family is in Australia is due to Jim Battle and his random choice when he needed to 

take flight at short notice.  

 

Jim Battle is the father in the centre of this photo.  This would have been taken around 1910, just 

before my grandfather arrived at Mount Morgan. 
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This is the ship record of James Battle arriving in Rockhampton in October 1885.  Based on the date of 

departure from Glasgow, he must have got into trouble in South Shields around the beginning of 

August 1885. 
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A search through the Shields Daily Gazette of that week revealed this article.  It has no link to Irish 

rebels, but indicates there was unrest amongst the coal miners at that time.  We don’t know whether 

Jim Battle was working at Seaham Colliery at the time. 

It seems as if Jim spent most of his years after 1885 in Mount Morgan, where he brought up his family.  

But the electoral roll indicates that he was living with his daughter Nora and her husband Jack O’Grady 

in Kangaroo point from 1934 until his death in 1952. 

Jim was the first of three brothers to emigrate from South Shields to Australia. They were all uncles of 

my grandfather.  As far as I know, Jim’s other two siblings, Timothy and Matthew, did not have 

children.  That means that all of my Battle relatives in Australia are descended from this Jim Battle. 
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Timothy Battle (1870-1935) 

This Timothy was brother of James Battle who migrated in 1885.  Tim was born in Sligo and moved to 

South Shields with his family.  Timothy migrated to Australia and arrived in Brisbane on the 17th of 

August 1888, three years after his brother James.
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This Tim Battle was living in Barcaldine near Longreach in 1893 and 1895.

 

In 1900 and 1901 he was labouring at Woothakata. 

 

 

1903 

  Lerida Station, Queensland, Australia 
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Occupation Station Hand 

1905 

State: Queensland, Australia 

Division: Herberton 

1906 

  Mossman, Queensland, Australia 

Occupation Labourer 

 

1909 

State: Queensland, Australia 

Division: Woothakata 

Sub-division: Herberton 

Elector #: 865 

 

1909 (possibly Timothy John Battle?) 

State: Queensland, Australia 

Division: Bowen 

Sub-division: Ayr 

Elector #: 39 

 

1912 

State: Queensland, Australia 

Division: Kennedy 

Sub-division: Cape River 

Elector #: 24 

 

1913 

  Britannia Station, Queensland, Australia 

Occupation Labourer 

Election  

Year: 1913 

State: Queensland 
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Division: Kennedy 

Sub-division: Pentland 

Elector #: 22 

There was a Britannia Station south of Charters Towers.  

 

1914 and 1915 

State: Queensland, Australia 

Division: Burnett 

Sub-division: Eidsvold 

Elector #: 3973 

When you look at these places on a map, you realise there these places range from Longreach to the 

Atherton tablelands. 

Timothy Battle then went to the war in 1916.   
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This record is comprehensive and fascinating.  I haven’t included all of since there are too many pages. 

Tim went to England. He went AWOL three times in England, for several days at a time.  He was 

docked pay and went on trial.  My cousin speculates that he was probably visiting his family in the 

north of England, who he wouldn’t have seen for about 28 years.  I agree.  

Tim then went to France.  It’s not clear how much active service he saw, but he was put in hospital in 

France as a result of “debility”. He was discharged from the army in June 1918 with “premature 

senility”.  I understand this is what we would call PTSD. 

Included in the record is a sad note which Timothy wrote in 1930, asking about his treatment when he 

was in hospital, and “what I was sent back for”. 

 

My impression is that war was not good for Tim. 

Regardless, Tim still managed to keep working after the war in remote places in Queensland. 

1922 

  Mungallala, Queensland, Australia 
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Occupation Labourer 

Election  

Year: 1922 

State: Queensland 

Division: Maranoa 

Sub-division: Mitchell 

Elector #: 40 

 

1934 

  Pegg St., Rocklea, Queensland, Australia 

Election  

Year: 1934 

State: Queensland 

Division: Moreton 

Sub-division: Sherwood 

Elector #: 326 

Rocklea is in Brisbane, so he finally stopped travelling and spent his last years in the city. 

I’ve found no record of Timothy Battle getting married. 

Also, it seems that he did not spend a lot of time with his rebel brother Jim Battle in Mount Morgan. 
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Matthew Battle (1874 – 1940) 

Matthew Battle was the third of the brothers (who were my grandfather’s uncles) to migrate from the 

North of England to Australia. 

When we look at the census of 1901, Matthew, 24, gas works labourer, was living in the same house 

as my grandfather who was 8.  So they would have known each other quite well. 

 

The census indicates that Matthew was still living with his mother at 77 Percy St in 1911.  He claimed 

he was younger than he was.  You would if you were living with your mother when you were 37 years 

old. 

Our Matthew Battle married Sarah Welsh in South Shields 1912.  Here is the wedding certificate. 
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There are some interesting things about this: 

• They were married in England 1912. 

• His age is listed as 33, the same as Sarah’s.  If he was born in 1874, he was 38. 

• His address was 79 Back Percy St South Shields.   

• Sarah’s father was John Battle, meaning that Matthew and Sarah were probably related, 

although I don’t know where John fits into the family. 

• Sarah was a widow.  Welsh was probably her married surname, and her maiden name was 

Battle. 

• There is no record of Sarah migrating with her husband Matthew.   

• My grandfather was living in the same house as Matthew, 100 Percy St in 1901.  My 

grandfather was living in Somerset St in 1911, which is just around the corner.  He emigrated 

in 1913, a year before Matthew.  I don’t have any record of Matthew and my grandfather 

meeting or corresponding. 

• My great grandfather Thomas Gormley was witness at the wedding. Thomas would have been 

Matthew’s brother-in-law. 

Now here’s the really sad bit. 
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Sarah Battle died in childbirth in 1913. That’s why she didn’t go to Australia with her husband in 1914.  

They’d been married a year.  He must have been distraught.  I can understand him going overseas to 

try to get away from the memories. 

Matthew Battle emigrated in 1914, the year the war started.  We don’t have any detail about the 

dates of the Suffolk journey to Australia.  He may also have been trying to get away from army service.  

My grandfather was living in that same house in Somerset St South Shields.  He departed for Australia 

on the 13th of January 1913. He’d just got away before Sarah died. 

Matthew was in his late 30s when he arrived here, which is much older than his brothers, and older 

than my grandfather.  It also means that he migrated just after my grandfather. 

The Weird Two Matthew Battles 

Our Matthew Battle migrated in 1914 on the Suffolk.  

There is a record of a Matthew Battle migrating in 1911.  They were about the same age.  There is no 

actual ship log book copy so I can’t get any more information.   

These two Matthew Battles from South Shields were married around Newcastle on Tyne.   

• Our Matthew Battle married Sarah Welsh in South Shields in 1912.   

• The other married a Mary Fox or Mary McCann in 1891 in Gateshead. I found a record of a 

Matthew Battle born 1868 who died in 1940 in Brisbane, married to a Mary Jane Fox. 

I think a strange coincidence occurred.  I think that two men, both named Matthew Battle, who lived 

in South Shields in England (18 Milner St South Shields and 100 Percy St South Shields), born at a 

similar time (1874 and 1868) and who died in the same year (1940), both emigrated to Australia at 

around the same time (1911 and 1914), and lived in Brisbane.  It’s a big call, I know. 

However, I don’t think they were closely related. the names of Matthew Battle’s (1868-1940) family 

members are not familiar.  They may have been cousins.  You have to wonder if they knew each other. 



James Summary 10  43 
 

 

I think maybe they did know each other. It is possible that the Sarah Battle above is Sarah Welsh nee 

Battle, sister of Matthew Battle who emigrated to Australia in 1911.  She’s about the right age, and her 

father’s name is John, which matches the marriage certificate.  That would mean that she had a 

brother who went to Australia, and a husband that went to Australia.  That’s really weird.  Just think 

about that for a minute. 

There’s only one entry of a Matthew Battle in the electoral roll. He is in Kurilpa in 1939.  It doesn’t help 

much.  Neither Matthew Battle has left much of a footprint in Australia. 
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Again to confuse things, there is another Matthew Battle in Queensland in the next generation. 

Fortunately though he calls himself Matthew Peter Battle.  
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Timothy John Battle (1890 – 1929) 

This gets complicated, because there was another Timothy Battle who had arrived in Australia and 

was living in Queensland from the 1890s onwards (see above). 

Timothy John Battle (1890-1929) was the eldest of Jim Battle’s sons, and cousin of my grandfather Jim 

Gormley.  In the family photo, he is one of the two elder boys on the right, I think. 

 

We have an advertisement in the Brisbane Worker on Thursday the 24th of December 1914 from 

James Gormley and Matt Battle, seeking Matt’s brother Tim who apparently had gone missing. 

 

So Tim was missing from 1910 to 1914. In the family photo the family is together, so it must have been 

taken either before 1911 or after 1913.   

This notice is a bit odd because he’s on the electoral roll by 1912 as living in Rockhampton Road with 

his parents and working as a relieving officer. 

1912 to 1914 

  Rockhampton Rd., Queensland, Australia 

Occupation Relieving Night Officer 

Election  

Year: 1913 

State: Queensland 

Division: Capricornia 

Sub-division: Mount Morgan 

Elector #: 274 
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1922 
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  Grand Hotel, Clermont, Queensland, Australia 

Occupation Station Hand 

Election  

Year: 1922 

State: Queensland 

Division: Kennedy 

Sub-division: Clermont 

Elector #: 2037 

Fortunately he is listed in the electoral roll as Timothy John Battle, as opposed to Timothy Battle, so 

I’m pretty sure this him. 
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From the following, it seems that Tim, like his father, was also a bit of a rebel, who tried his hand at a 

few different professions. 

From July 1917: 

 

 

 

From October 1915: 
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From Dec 1917: 

 

 

I found records that Tim was in gaol from 1917 to 1918. 

 

There is a record on Ancestry attributed to Timothy John Battle, that says he was in military service 

during the first world war and was discharged due to poor eyesight due to measles which he 

contracted as a child.  I don’t think this is our Tim Battle. For one thing it says that he lived in Burnley, 

which is in Melbourne. 

Actually I haven’t found any record that any of Jim Battle’s sons fought in the first world war. With Jim 

Battle’s political views, I’m not surprised. 
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From 1920: 
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Sadly Tim came to an untilmely death in 1929: 

 

 

 

The obituary goes on to say: 

and an ardent unionist all his life, and was most 

popular. He leaves a widow and three children, also 

a father, several brothers and a sister. The funeral, 

which was attended by many union mates, took 

place at the Texas cemetery. 
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Thomas Gormley (1862? – 1945) 

We now know that Thomas Gormley is my great grandfather, the father of Jim. 

I’ve located Thomas’s wedding certificate.   

 

The curious thing is that it says that Thomas’s father is Lawrence Gormley.  There is a name that I 

haven’t come across at all to date.  I believe that his father was Malachy.  Perhaps Malachy was too 

unusual for the English, so he changed it?  My relatives in Ireland tell me that Malachy is commonly 

shortened to Lacky, and he is listed as Lacky on the Griffiths Evaluation in 1857.  Lacky isn’t a million 

miles from Lawrence.  That’s my theory anyway. 

The date of the wedding is seven months prior to the birth of Jim, who was their first child.  This may 

have been a shotgun wedding. The 1891 census shows that Thomas and Annie were living in the same 

house at the time, together with her family.  Thomas was a lodger.  It would have been interesting 

times.  
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Paul Gormly/ Gormally/ Gormanly (1860? – 1948) 

This is about Paul Gormley who I believe is the brother of my great-grandfather Thomas.  There are 

plenty of other Paul Gormleys in the family tree, which of course makes it more confusing. 

 

In the 1901 census a Paul was living in House No. 5 in Carrowmore, Cartron, (sub-district Cloonacool) 

Sligo, with a family with the surname Henry.  It says he was 30 which means he would have been born 

in 1871.  It says that he is the nephew of Thomas Henry.  It also says that Paul is not married.  Henry is 

a surname that appears in the family tree of a DNA match, and they are from Sligo. 

 

Paul Gormally married Mary McCarrick in 1904.  

The family tree on Ancestry says that Paul’s father is another Paul Gormley, 1826-1903.  However Paul 

Gormley’s marriage record in 1904 says his father is Malachy Gormley.  I’m now fairly sure that 

Malachy Gormley is Paul Gormley’s father as his name appears on Paul’s wedding certificate. 

Also note that there was a Paul Henry present as witness. 
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Paul was living in House 6 Killoran South, Cartron, with his growing family in 1911.   

There are three differences between the Pauls in the 1901 and 1911 census records: 

• in age (born 1871/ 1860) The 11 year age difference is a bit odd.  Maybe in 1901 he was 

embarrassed to say that he was a 40 year old bachelor living with family?  Paul’s death 

certificate (see below) says he was born 1865, which is in the middle.  There 

• in name (Gormly/ Gormanly).  I don’t think the spelling matters.  His wedding certificate is 

spelt Gormally. 

• in residence (Carrowmore/ Killoran South).  He was married in 1904, so it’s to be expected 

that he would move.  If we could get more details about these residences we might be able to 

work out who owned them.  However it doesn’t seem as if the census data included maps to 

show where these houses were.  These two places are very close. 

Despite the discrepancies between the 1901 and 1911 census records, I think this is the same person.  

There is no other Paul Gormley in the 1901 census who could be him. 

Paul and Mary’s eldest son Dominic Gormally was born in 1905.   

 

 

 

 

Paul’s son Dominic Gormally emigrated to New York in 1929.  It says his relative in country of origin is 

Paul Gormally from Coolaney, Sligo  in 1929, so presumably Paul was still alive.  It also says Dominic 

went to visit his cousin John T. Henry in New York.   
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There is also a DNA match with someone who is descended from Paul Gormaly.    

I have a record of the death of a Paul Joseph Gormley in Killoran in 1948.  It refers to his son Patrick, 

which supports the idea that it was actually him, and relatives have confirmed that this is our relative. 
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William Gormley (1846 – 1917) 

After working away at this genealogy for a good couple of years, I find two new DNA matches in quick 

succession on Ancestry.  They are both 2nd or 3rd cousins, and the great-great-grandfather of one and 

great-grandfather of the other is William Gormley.  It seems that William was born in Sligo and 

migrated to Durham where he was living, married and fathering children by 1876. 

I’ve worked out by now that 2nd cousin means you have a great grandparent in common, and 3rd 

cousin means it’s a great great grandfather in common. 

So, up until now, my working hypothesis is that Thomas Gormley (1868-1942) is my great grandfather. 

If William were his father, that would make William my great great grandfather and the DNA 3rd cousin 

thing would fit.  The problem is that William had a son Thomas, but he was born in 1885, and is 

definitely not the same person.  Also, I know that Paul’s father was Malachy, and so I strongly suspect 

that Thomas’s father is also Malachy. 

So maybe: 

1. Thomas’s father Malachy is William’s brother.  That would make William’s father our common 

ancestor and my great great great grandfather, and we would be 4th cousins.  This is most 

likely, but it doesn’t match the DNA.  But maybe the degree of relations predictor in Ancestry 

is not that accurate? 

2. William fathered Thomas in the 1860s and then married and had his legitimate family in the 

1870s and 80s. Very unlikely as Paul’s father is Malachy and we know I’m related to Paul. We’d 

have to explain William’s relation to Malachy. 

3. William is my great grandfather.  He would have been around 46 when he fathered my 

grandfather and it would have been out of wedlock. Unlikely, as Thomas and Annie are listed 

on his birth certificate, but he was in the north of England, so he’s in the right location. And 

the mother would have to be related to the Battles, because there is a DNA match. 

However it works, William Gormley is probably closely related to Thomas and Paul and Malachy and 

the rest of them from Sligo.  How they are related is what I still need to work out.  

The interesting thing is that William’s kids had the surname Gorman according to the tree below.  His 

wife’s maiden name was Gorman, and the kids all took her name rather than his for some reason.  But 

then the following generation are all Gormanley/ Gormanly.  And there are a lot of them. 

The other interesting thing is that Thomas and William were both living in the same part of England in 

the late 1800s, and they were related, although I’m not sure how.  There’s no evidence of any contact 

between them.  I’ve asked the descendants of the Gormleys from South Shields if they know of these 

relatives, but they do not. 
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Malachy Gormley (1840? - <1891) 

I think that Malachy Gormley is my great great grandfather.  He is the father of Paul Gormally on Paul’s 

marriage certificate, and I believe that my great grandfather Thomas and Paul were brothers.  

 

Malachy would have been born around 1840 or earlier. 

A ‘Lacky’ Gormley is listed as a tenant of Henry Irwin on Griffith’s Valuation in 1857 in Carnyara, which 

is about 12km from Coolaney. I think this is Malachy.  All the Sligo family seem to agree that this is 

Lacky Gormley who owned land at Carnyara.   

in Griffiths Valuation there is also a Lacky Gormerly who has land in Carrowntawa, and a Lacky 

Gormerly with land in Streamstown.  I don’t know if these are the same person. 
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Malachy rented land, house and office, so he was doing better than some.  

It’s interesting to see that there were quite a few other Gormleys, very likely relatives, in this 

Townland. 

I think that Malachy’s wife had the maiden name Henry.  I think this because Paul Gormley was living 

in 1901 with a family of Henrys and he is listed as the nephew of Thomas Henry. Also Paul’s son 

Dominic had a cousin John T. Henry when he arrived in New York.  

Thomas Gormley’s wedding certificate in 1891 says that his father Laurence Gormley was deceased.  

Laurence is not Malachy, but it’s not too different to Lacky, and we know that Irish names were 

frequently anglicised names in England.  So maybe Malachy had died by 1891. 
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There is a Malachy Gormley born 1839 living in Achonry in 1901 with his wife Mary and seven children.  

His father was Lacky Gormley. He was born in Carrowkeel and was living in Achonry in 1901.  He had a 

brother Dennis.  Achonry is only 3km southeast of Carnyara.  Born around 1839 he’s the right age.  

However in his family trees there is no record of him being the father of Paul, and his wife is listed as 

Mary McHugh, which doesn’t fit with the theory that his wife’s maiden was Henry.  See below. 

Malachy had a son Thomas, but the birth year is not quite right.  I think this a different Malachy. 

 

Probably not the right Malachy. 
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Malachy’s wife 

I think that Malachy’s wife had the maiden name Henry because: 

• one of my DNA matches had the maiden name Henry, and the family is from that area of Sligo. 

I can’t see how we would be related otherwise. 

• Paul Gormley my great grandfather’s brother was living with a family of Henrys in 1901.  It 

says he is the nephew of Thomas Henry. That implies that Paul’s mother’s maiden name was 

Henry.  

• Dominic Gormley when he emigrates to America has a contact John Henry listed as his cousin. 

 

Actually, I think it is entirely possible, and even likely, that Anne Henry, who is living in the house, is 

Paul’s mother and Malachy’s wife.  There is some evidence that Malachy had already died before 

1891. She is listed as ‘not married’ which could me she was a widow?  She may have reverted to her 

maiden name?   

The other alternative is that Paul’s mother was Anne Henry’s sister, who had died prior to 1901.  The 

person who put the Masshill tree together, has indicated that an older sister of Anne, whose first 

name was not stated, ? Henry (1830-?) was the mother of Paul Gormley and that Malacky was the 

father.  I don’t have confidence that this is correct. 
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Thomas Henry timeline 

 

Here’s some more information about Thomas Henry.  I’m not certain about the reliability of this 

Masshill tree data.  For, example, I can’t see any reason to say that they are half-brothers or sisters, as 

their mother is not identified.  However I’m sure that these are the Henrys in the 1901 census on the 

previous page, who were living with Paul Gormly.   

This record connects Thomas, Anne and Peter Henry as siblings of James Henry.  On the following page 

it says that James Henry married Annie McCarrick in 1860. This is the link to my DNA match CW, so I 

think the family relationships above are probably right. 

Note that there is a record of Anne Henry dying in 1908, and Peter dying in 1901.   
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James Henry timeline 
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Assuming all this is correct, then Thomas Henry (1795-1864) was my great great great grandfather.  He 

also owned property at Carrowmore listed in Griffiths Review. 
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Other siblings and relatives of Thomas, Paul and Malachy 

 

Here is record of an older Paul Gormly, (b.1836-).  He was living with his sisters Bridget born (1846-) 

and Mary in Carrowntawa (1862-) in 1901.  We have no evidence that they are relations, but they 

were living very close to Carnyara, and we know that names run in the family.  I think these could well 

be relations.   They’re listed as siblings although there is a fair age difference.  Paul is the same 

generation as Malachy. 
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GB links 

There is a match on Ancestry who I’m calling GB.  He has in his tree (see at the back) Gormley relatives 

who come from Sligo, going back to around 1800, which is further back than anything I’ve found. 

We’re definitely related, but we’re 4th-6th cousins, so the common ancestor could be born as far back 

as 1750.  Also his information indicates they came from Ballincurry townland in Achonry parish on the 

Sligo/ Mayo border south of Tobercurry, which is about 20 miles away from Carnyara.   

It is possible that, referring to the tree at the back, one of the brothers of Patrick Gormley (1833-?) 

changed his name and is my great great grandfather Malachy Gormley.  Michael would be the most 

likely.  However, we need to explain how he came from Ballincurry and ends up living in Carnyara in 

1858. When I was in Sligo I was told that was a different bunch of Gormleys down there. We know 

they didn’t travel far back in those days.     

It’s more likely that the common relation is earlier than their father Michael. 
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More Photos 

Some of the old photos that Jim kept of male persons unknown were taken in South Shields.  They are 

possibly his siblings or parents. 

 

We now think that this is Jim’s brother Paul Gormley, which would make him my great uncle.   
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My grandfather Jim, mining, possibly at Mt Isa.  This photo was developed in Cootamundra. 
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This photo of the Battles has come from a cousin’s site online.  It was taken in Queensland around 

1910.  I know this because the two youngest are the twins Matt and Pat Battle and they were born in 

1905. The father is James Battle and mother Bridget Mary Moran.  That’s Honora on the left.  The two 

older boys are Tim and Michael.  I’m not sure which is which.  The boys at the back are Edward on the 

left and James on the right.  It was probably taken at the front of their house in Mount Morgan. 
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This photo was developed in Tweed heads.  It is a young Jim Gormley on the left.  From the previous 

photo I think this is his uncle Jim Battle in the middle, or it could be one of Jim Battle’s brothers, Tim or 

Matthew. It’s definitely his cousin Michael or Tim Battle on the right, son of Jim Battle. 
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By coincidence I found a very similar photo prop at Woodford Festival in Queensland. Not identical but 

pretty close. 
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This photo was developed in Australia.  I’m pretty sure this is an older Jim Battle, my grandfather’s 

uncle. 
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I  

This photo was processed in South Shields.  I’d really like to know who this is.  I’m taking a stab 

that this is my great great grandfather Thady Battle, but he could be my great grandfather 

Thomas Gormley.  It’s a strange haircut. 
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This photo was also processed in South Shields. I’m pretty sure this is Timothy and Thomas. 

Timothy definitely.  What do you think?  That’s probably a war uniform. 

    

        Timothy   Thomas 
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We now know these are three youngest of the seven children of Paul Gormley of South Shields.  These 

photos were taken in 1952.  They are my dad’s first cousins. 
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This photo came from my cousin in Canterbury.  His father was from South Shields.  There is a 

resemblance with my grandfather Jim, but this is a senior man, so it wouldn’t be him.  I think this could 

be my great grandfather Thomas Gormley, of whom I have no photo. 
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This photo was sent from the family in South Shields.  No idea who these stunned, strange-looking 

people are.  I don’t see any resemblance to other photos. 

 

Also from the South Shields branch.  I don’t know who this is.  It could be my great grandmother Annie 

Battle. 
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This is Pat Battle in Queensland getting married to his wife Eleanor, and when they are older. 

 

Jack O’Grady (I think) and Nora O’Grady nee Battle with a couple of old friends from Mount Morgan 

taken at 26 Duke St Kangaroo Point in Brisbane 26/10/1968.  Jim may have taken this photo himself. 
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I think this is 68 Bromley St Kangaroo Point, with James Matthew Gormley with Matthew Peter Battle 

standing out the front.  That was Matt’s address from the electoral roll.  I’ve been told that this house 

was owned by Matthew Battle’s wife’s family.  

 

The house seems to match the current one at that address on Google Earth. 
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Several photos of Matt Battle and Jim relaxing at Matt’s house at Kangaroo Point in Brisbane. 

 

Matt Battle I think and Jim. 
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Jim in his 70s reliving his days as a merchant seaman. 
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An incomplete timeline of Jim Gormley and relatives 

1885 James Battle arrives in Brisbane 

1888 Tim Battle Arrives Qld 

1888 another James Battle Arrives Qld 

1891 Thomas Gormley living as boarder with Battle family in South Shields 

11th of May 
1892 

James Matthew Gormley born in South Shields to Thomas and Annie Gormley. 

16/07/1900 Theresa Frances Barker born in Dorking 

1901 Paul Gormly living with Henry family as nephew in Carrowmore Cartron - census 

1901 James Gormanly living with Mary Gormanly, Bridget Scanlon and Martin May in 
Doobeg, Kilturra - census 

8-May-04 Paul Gormaly marries Mary McCarrick 

1904 Dominic Gormaley born to Paul Gormaly marries Mary McCarrick 

1911 James Gormley living with Bridget Scanlon, Mary Gormley and Martin May in 
Doobeg Kilturra - census 

22-Jan-13 James Gormly departs London for Rockhampton 

14-Mar-13 James Gormly arrives Australia 

24-Dec-14 Ad in Brisbane Worker asking for information about Uncle Timothy Battle last heard 
of 4 years ago at tin mines Irvinebank from brother Mat and nephew James 
Gormley, who were living at Rockhampton Road, Mount Morgan. 

1916 James Matthew Gormley Electoral roll, Duchess, Boulia Qld - Miner 

1917 Timothy John Battle apprehended 

1917 James Matthew Gormley Electoral roll, Ann St Woodlands, Brisbane 

1918 Timothy John Battle prisoner discharged 

1921 James Matthew Gormley Electoral roll, Ann St Woodlands, Brisbane 

15/08/1925 James Gormley and Theresa Barker married, London (from Frank's birth certificate) 

26/3/1926 A Miss Theresa Barker of London sailed to Sydney from London 

1929 Jim (Sonny) Gormley born 

1931 James Matthew Gormley Electoral roll, 46 Alfred St Milsons Point - Miner 

4/09/1932 Francis Patrick Gormley born, living at 19 Napier St North Sydney 

30/05/1933? James (Sonny) Gormley dies 

1933 James Matthew Gormley Electoral roll, Napier St North Sydney - Engineer 

1934 Josephine Gormley born 

19/04/1905 Matthew Peter Battle Electoral Roll, Musgrave Rd, Sunnybank, labourer 

1936 James Matthew Gormley Electoral roll, Alfred St Milsons Point 

1936 Matthew Peter Battle Electoral Roll, 68 Bromley St Kangaroo Point, meatworker, 
with Evelyn Mary 

late 1949 Matt Battle with wife and daughter visits James Gormley at Milsons Point from 
Queensland 

1954 James Ignatius Battle porter and James Stephen Battle engine driver Electoral Roll, 
98 Linton St Kangaroo Point 

1954 James Matthew Gormley Electoral roll, Alfred St Milsons Point - Storeman 

1958 James Gormley Electoral roll, 18 Alfred St Milsons Point 

1965 Theresa Gormley nee Barker dies 

1968 James Gormley Electoral roll, 18 Alfred St Milsons Point - Storeman 

1972 James Matthew Gormley Electoral roll, Currawang St Concord West 

23/06/1974 James Matthew Gormley dies 
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Jim and Theresa’s marriage 

Francis Gormley’s birth certificate says that Jim and Theresa were married in London on the 15th of 

August 1925.  This was news to my dad Frank, as he had always thought they were married in 

Australia.   There is no record of Theresa or Jim in Australia between 1921 and 1929.  Either: 

• Jim sailed around the world between these years and they were married in London, or  

• they stayed in Australia and lied on the birth certificate.  However it is odd that there is no 

record on the electoral roll between these years. 

Recently, a newly found relative on Theresa Barker’s side said that she thought that Jim and Theresa 

had met on the boat when she sailed to Australia.  This could well be correct. 

  



James Summary 10  85 
 

Theresa Frances Barker 

 

Theresa Barker and probably James (Sonny) Gormley 

When I started on this, I was only really interested in my Irish grandfather’s family.  However I’ve 

come in contact with just as many relatives on my English grandmother’s side, and her story is as 

interesting, albeit full of hardship. 
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Theresa Frances Barker was born in Dorking in 1900. 
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The Kents 

We have good knowledge of Theresa’s mother’s family thanks to the excellent work of an Ancestry 

DNA match and third cousin Dave A. She was known as Sissy by her family.   

 

Florence (Florry) Mary Kent  15/08/1877  London, M’sex, Died Sept 1953 Croydon 

• Married  Alfred Barker 12/04/1898  Dorking, Surrey 

• Daughter Sissy (Theresa) Frances Barker 6/7/1900 

• Son  James Leonard Barker 12/4/1905 

• Son Alfred John Barker 12/9/1902 

• Daughter Agnes Josephine Barker 8/3/1906 
Lived in Hull as per army papers, some children born in Hull 

 

  

John Kent
b 1818

Ann Wallis
b 1821

John Kent
b 1856

Marrie Josephine 
Goyverts
b 1853

d. 19/02/1939

Lilian Matilda 
Kent
b 1890

Arthur George 
Alburey
b 1886

John Kent
b 1791

Mary Cornhill
b 1786

m. 30/03/1812

Mary Kent
b 1821

Charles Kent
b 1861

James Kent
b 1849

Lucy Kent
b 1854

Susanah Kent
b 1852

Walter George 
Kent
b 1844

Florry  Kent
b 1877

Joseph  Kent
b 1873

Hetty  Kent
b 1876

Ethel  Kent
b 1880

Rosie  Kent
b 1887

Marie  Kent
b 1892

m. 2/01/1841

m. 13/06/1877

m.28.04.1912

James Kent
b 1878

Daisy Kent
b 1885

Agnes Kent
b 1895

Walter Kent

Mary Margaret 
Kent
b 1885

Sissy (Theresa) 
Frances Barker

James Kent
b 1878
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Theresa Barker in England 
 
1901 census 
44 Orchard Rd., Dorking   

John Kent Head M 46 M Lab Navvy Hertfordshire 

Josephine Kent Wife M 49 F Laundress Belgium British  

Florence Parker Daughter M 23 F  Undefined London Islington 

Ethel Kent  Daughter S 20 F  Cook Domestic Mdlx Tottenham 

Joseph Kent  Son S 18 M Millerman Mdlx Tottenham 

Rosie Kent  Daughter S 13 F  Undefined Mdlx Tottenham 

Lily Kent  Daughter S 11 F  Undefined Surrey Dorking 

Marrie Kent  Daughter S 9 F Undefined Surrey   

Alma Kent  Niece S 3 F Undefined Hertfordshire 

Tresia Barker GrandD’ter   8M F Undefined Surrey Dorking 

Freddie Kent GrandSon   10M M  Undefined Surrey Dorking 

 

 
1911 Census Household Transcript 

47 Orchard Road Dorking 

Name: Relationship 

To Head: 

Marital 

Status: 

Years 

Married: 

Sex: Age In 

1911: 

Occupation: Where Born: 

Kent, John Head Married  M 55 Baller And 

Burner 

Hertfordshire 

Kent, Marie 

Josephine 

Wife Married 35 F 60  Belguim Resident 

Kent, Daisy Maud Daughter Single  F 25  Essex Tottenham 

Kent, Lily Miltida Daughter Single  F 20  Surrey Dorking 

Barker, Theresa Grand 

Daughter 

  F 10 School Surrey Dorking 

Niland, Marie 

Daisy Alice 

Grand 

Daughter 

  F 2  Surrey Dorking 
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My father Frank said that the family did not have the space to bring up all four children, so Theresa 

was brought up by her grandmother.  Theresa’s grandmother was Belgian, and from the 1911 census it 

seems Theresa was living with her grandparents and a couple of maiden aunts in Dorking.  She was 10 

at the time. 

Strangely the 1911 census also has Theresa written in as living with her parents in Hull, but her name 

has been crossed out. 

I now know from correspondence with cousins in England that Theresa Barker was treated very badly 

by her father.   

Frank remembers hearing about a cruel Belgian aunt who scalded her with boiling water and left her 

with a scar on her back. Dad’s sister confirmed this.  This was probably her grandmother Josephine 

Kent nee Goyverts. 

We don’t know the detail, but it is clear that between mistreatment by her father and her 

grandmother, growing up would not have been easy for Theresa Barker. 

The DNA contact says that the Belgian family was supposed to have owned a chocolate factory and 

been well off, but he has never been able to prove or disprove this. 

Our great grandfather, Alfred Barker was private in the Coldstream Guards and fought in the first 

world war as a desert rat. According to cousins he was a difficult man to live with.  This may have been 

as a result of his war experiences.  However Theresa was not living in his house in 1911 before the 

war.  

Alfred John Barker was not living with the family in 1901 either. The family were living with his wife’s 

parents in Dorking.  Perhaps he was away on service in the army. 
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Theresa migration to Australia 

A boarding list in 1920 says there was a Theresa Barker on destination to Brooklyn NY, who had a 

sister Mrs Durwall in Hull.  Her family were living in Hull.  It is stamped Transit Non-immigrant.  She 

would have been 20 at the time. 

A Miss Theresa Barker of 438 Uxbridge Rd W12 London sailed to Sydney from London on the 26th of 

March 1926.  This property is now a business address.  I think there’s a fair chance this is her.  This is 

after the date that she was married in London according to Frank’s birth certificate. 

My cousin DD believed that my grandmother had migrated to Australia in her teens, whereas I’m 

pretty sure that she was around 25 when she was on the boat.  It is possible that she stayed in England 

and just avoided the family.  Or maybe she went to America and came back. 

 

 

 

 

 

The man has been identified by my cousins as James Leonard Barker, my grandmother’s brother.  We 

don’t know who the woman is though.  
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The cousins have confirmed that this is my grandmother’s mother Florence Barker nee Kent. 

 

This is my grandmother’s father Alfred John Barker in Egypt during the war. 
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We think this might be John Kent and Josephine Goyverts.  I went looking to see if the house matched 

with their place in Dorking but I can’t say for sure. 
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My father’s family photo 

 

Here is my father’s family. We have my aunt Josie, my grandfather Jim, my grandmother Theresa and 

my father Frank. This would have been taken around 1942. 
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My Family Photo 

 

This is my family. My father Frank, myself, my sister Tracey, my brother David and mother Pat.  This 

was taken sometime in the mid-1980s.  
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Letters 

Here are letters from Jim and Therese to their son Frank around new year 1950.  It was the first time 

that Frank had lived away from home, and it gives some insight into their personalities. 
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We also have a letter from Pat Battle to my dad Frank Gormley in 1975, following the death of James 

Gormley.   
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Names in Ireland 

• Spelling varies greatly.  There’s Gormley, Gormly, Gormely, Gormelly, Gormally, Gormaly, 

Gormanly, and even Gorman which could all be the same family name. 

• very popular women’s names - Bridget, Mary, Margaret 

• very popular men’s names – James, Peter, Patrick, Thomas, John 

• unusual first names - Malachy, Thaly, Honora (Nora) 

• The first son is often named after the father.  Hence you have generations of people with the 

same name.  Does this cause confusion?  You bet. 

 

References  

• ancestry.com 

• GEDmatch.com 

• familytreedna.com 

• myheritage.com 

• sligo.rootsireland.ie 

• Sligo Heritage and History Club facebook.com/groups/605357269662532 

These all reference the Irish census of 1901 and 1911, which is by far the best source of information 

for Ireland.  Irish records other than these are very incomplete.  Also, spelling, ages and birth dates are 

very unreliable.  Birthdates vary wildly for the same person from one census to the next. 

The Irish census gives a lot of interesting information, including language spoken, whether people can 

read and write, the number of rooms in the house, and even the number of farm animals owned. 

The Australian Electoral Roll is also very useful for locating people. 

These two books give a good idea of the poverty and politics in the parish of Killoran in Sligo, which is 

where my grandfather’s family came from.  They are available free as e-books. 

Killoran and Coolaney – A local History by Michael Farry, 1985 and 2005 

Sligo 1914-1921 – A chronicle of Conflict by Michael Farry, 1992 and 2005 
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Family Trees 
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After contacting relatives in England, I’ve put together this family tree of my Grandmother’s family.   

 


